WSU Greek Alumni Organization Spring Meeting Update
The WSU Greek Alumni Organization (GAO) conducted its spring meeting on Saturday, March 13, in the conference room at WSU West in Seattle. The room was filled with 36 engaged stakeholders all interested in helping the WSU Greek community with various improvement recommendations. Those individuals who were not able to attend in person called in from home or joined the meeting via teleconference from the Lewis Alumni Centre in Pullman. Arrangements for the meeting and the teleconference were made by WSU Alumni Association (WSUAA) staff members who continue to be very supportive of the GAO and the WSU Greek system.

The meeting started with the approval of the September 11th meeting minutes and then followed with introductions of all participants. The next item on the agenda was for the four GAO Improvement Teams to present updates on their activities since our meeting in September. The GAO Improvement Teams have posted their reports on the GAO Web site hosted by the WSUAA. The teams provided a variety of very beneficial recommendations, and I encourage you to click on the GAO Web-site link to learn more about what was presented and discussed: WSU GAO Website Link.
GAO Improvement Team Leaders:

New Member Recruitment Team Chairs:

Carin Pavish, Peggy Wiggum, Lisa Bliss

Communications Team Chair:


Doug Thomas

Student Conduct Improvement Chair:

Jay See

Facilities and Neighborhood Chair:

Bob Cady

One of the most significant issues discussed was the need for alumni volunteers and the benefits that involved, mature, professional, positive alumni bring to each Greek chapter on campus. We talked about the importance of engaging alumni representatives from WSU chapters who have not taken advantage of the GAO for the purpose of helping to improve the entire WSU Greek community. The most consistently successful chapters often have very engaged alumni advisors and Housing Corporation Boards. These alumni volunteers actively mentor the undergraduates and help guide them in doing positive things for their fraternity or sorority. At Saturday’s meeting, approximately 18 fraternity or sorority chapters were represented by either alumni or undergraduates or both. The GAO will continue to work to gain regular participation from all chapters. The chapters present are sincerely interested in keeping abreast of information and equipping themselves with many of the helpful tools the GAO is developing. Some of these tools include: sample housing contracts, current live-in advisor candidates, sample live-in advisor contracts, sample risk-management policies, tips for placement of positive Greek stories in the media, preferred contractors list, etc. (Check out the GAO “Tool Box” located in the upper right corner of the GAO/WSUAA Web site.)

If you are an active WSU Greek alumnus/a, thank you! If you would like to get involved, please contact the GAO. If you know individuals from chapters that might benefit from working with the GAO, please send them this link and ask them to become more engaged with supporting their chapter and the overall Greek community at WSU. The WSU Greek system is gaining strength and is on its way toward becoming one of the best in the nation. Please get involved and help with this rewarding and important initiative.
Go Cougs and Go Greeks!

Doug Thomas ‘87

President

Washington State University Greek Alumni Organization 

