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African American Alumni Chapter Meeting 
Sheraton Seattle Hotel

1400 6th Avenue
 Friday, September 11, 2009 
4:00 pm – 6:00 pm

Meeting Minutes:

Welcome, Overview and Introductions
Attending: Chris Hill, Bob Minnix, Jeff Bruce, Robert Williams, Jessie Welch, Bruce Hilliard, Willie Jude, JJ Oliver, John Fraire, Mike Tate, Felicia Gaskins, Mariah Maki
Commencement Activity Update & Graduate Alumni Association Letter: Chris Hill

A letter was sent to African American students who graduated this past May. It invites them to contact Chris, as the Chapter President, and informs them about the Chapter and the meetings. Copies were shared.

 A copy of the picture was shared featuring Spring 09 WSU graduates-- taken at the commencement reception for students here in Pullman at the Schweitzer Events Center.  Dina Ibarra spoke on behalf of the WSU Alumni Association welcoming the new graduates into the Cougar Alumni family. The chapters purchased stoles for the graduates, and you can see each of the students wearing them.  If you are interested in getting a copy of the photo, it’s attached for you to print.  The Chapter has requested that a member be at the May 7, 2010 commencement to speak with students.  Mike Tate gave an update on the graduation events from May. 
Athletics Update—Bob Minnix 

Bob gave a brief update on the activities associated with Athletics.  It’s a busy year.  He also talked about his mentor program with faculty/staff and student athletes.  This program is voluntary for students, but quite a few of them are involved.  Bob is interested in working with alumni to provide mentoring, and if they are coming to campus, he would love to get them in front of students to speak. If you are interested in finding out more about the program or opportunities while on campus, please contact Bob at rminnix@wsu.edu.

Enrollment Update – John Fraire

Summary: Another banner year for enrollment at WSU.  We welcomed the 2nd largest class in history and the most diverse, despite the economy.  Enrollment has now stabilized.  We will look at continued future classes of 3300 freshmen with no significant growth in freshmen.  Instead, Enrollment Mgt will be looking at shaping the class.  18% students of color, and African American numbers are up by 4%.  African Americans make up 2.3% of the full student body.  Freshmen yield numbers went down a bit this year compared to last year (same situation at most institutions), but highest number of applications to WSU in history. John thanked the efforts of Outreach staff—Chris Wells and Wallace Williams. Retention numbers were requested. Mike Tate responded that the 6 yr. reading will be completed and numbers available soon.

John would like to call on the chapter for assistance with the Imagine U program.  He’d like to request some multilingual alumni to accompany parents at WSU presentations at Lincoln HS in Tacoma.  He’ll send a request in the next month.  Deborah Baker is a great contact for the Imagine U program.  She can be reached at bakerd@wsu.edu if you’re interested in getting involved.  Right now, she is looking for alumni presenters and panelists. 
Discussion also focused on targeting community college student recruitment strategies and the importance of mentoring from a distance to assist with attrition rates. 
Outreach Activities Discussion 
There is an interest in getting young alumni involved with the chapter. A few of the strategies discussed include:
· Using Facebook and E-vite to promote events. Alumni can see who has signed up on


 E-vite, which might assist them in getting involved as well. 

· Send out a new survey to alumni asking what type of events, what day of the week, location, time of day/evening they are interested in.  Chris will send out a draft for this group to review and plan from.
· Plan something around a “not to miss” event in Seattle—like a reception before Apple Cup or a possibly something around the Hardwood Classic in December. 

· Research what other universities are doing successfully?  Possibly survey our peer institutions’ alumni associations.
· Work on increasing the number of students of color in the Student Alumni Connection (SAC) group.  Speak with them while on campus. 

· Piggyback on an existing program, like Enrollment Management’s Imagine U program.  Have a session from alumni on post-college life.  Use current WSU students too.  Young alumni are needed as speakers. 

· Work with VIBES visits on the 2nd-14th of February to get into schools and talk with students. Willie will get Chris some additional information to share.

· Coordinate a “Meet the Alumni” program in Seattle and Tacoma. 

Alumni Award Recommendation Discussion 
The Chapter adopted Bob Minnix as a Cougar Alumnus. Bob was presented with an Association Card and Adopted Cougar pin.
The WSUAA could use our help.  Recognizing outstanding alumni is one way the Association shows its commitment to making WSU stronger.  These honorees represent just a few of the thousands of alumni who contribute in countless ways to their fellow alumni, to the Alumni Association, to the University, to their communities, to their professions and areas of interest, and to humankind.

Help us to nominate some outstanding alumni, friends, faculty members, and current students!  You can find criteria and applications online at http://alumni.wsu.edu/olc/pub/WHG/aprograms/page_aprograms_2.jsp
Good of the Order

Willie Jude: Randy Simmons, the law enforcement officer who passed away in Southern CA, will be awarded a football team award.  Willie will forward the chapter information through Chris.
